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How to use the West Virginia EMS Statewide Protocols.......

The West Virginia EMS Statewide Protocols are designed to enable EMS personnel to
provide a wide variety of treatments to many types of patients. Understanding how they
are organized and the terminology used is important.

Protocol Layout

At the top of each protocol page, the following information is contained in boxes:

West Virginia EMS System Logo
Type of protocol and protocol number
Title of the protocol
Page numbers

Example:

EMT-Basic
Treatment Protocol

6202
Chest
Pain/Discomfort
Acute Coronary
Syndrome
(ACS)

Page 1 of 3

Protocol Numbering System

Each protocol is assigned a four (4) digit number. The first digit represents the level of
care of the provider who uses the protocol. See Classification of Levels of Care below.
The second digit specifies the category of care. See Category of Care below. The last two
digits are the specific protocol number.

For example: Chest Pain Protocol 5202

5 Level of care = EMT-I
2 Category of care = Cardiac
02 Specific protocol = Chest Pain

3



Classification of Levels of Care (first digit)

The State Critical Care Committee developed a numbering system to represent the levels
of care available in the West Virginia EMS System. These numbers run from 1 to 7 and
make up the first digit of the protocol number as follows:

1000 CCT-RN
2000 CCT-Paramedic
3000 Basic Interfacility Transport Paramedic
4000 EMT-Paramedic
5000 EMT-Intermediate
6000 EMT-Basic
7000 First Responder

Note: The numbers 8 and 9 are not levels of care but are used as follows:

8000 Open for future use
9000 Special Operational Policies and Protocols

Category of Care (second digit)

The second digit in the protocol number denotes the general category of care being
provided within the protocol group. This is a general guideline since some conditions may
overlap among categories.

4100 Trauma
4200 Cardiac
4300 Respiratory
4400 Pediatrics
4500 Environmental
4600 General medical
4700 Open
4800 Open
4900 Special Treatment Protocols

General Assessment and Management Procedures

Since the initial procedures needed to assess and manage patients are similar within
certain categories, five (5) general protocols have been developed to streamline the
process of outlining the treatment within specific protocols. These five (5) general
protocols are designated as follows:

TAMP (4101) Trauma Assessment and Management Procedures
MAMP (4201) Medical Assessment and Management Procedures
Peds-TAMP (4408) Pediatric TAMP
Peds-MAMP (4401) Pediatric MAMP
CAT (4204) Cardiac Arrest Treatment



When directed within a protocol to perform one of the above (i.e.;“Perform TAMP” or
“Perform MAMP”), then that protocol should be performed in conjunction with the
remaining procedures outlined in each individual treatment protocol.

Special Shading and Icons

The following shaded boxes with icons indicate that specific contact is required with
Medical Command (red telephone) or the Medical Command Physician (physician in
surgical mask) in order to perform the treatments.

Means the treatment requires consultation with Medical Command.

Means the treatment requires either consultation with MCP or direct contact with
MCP.

See specific details in Communication Protocol 9106.

Note: The shading and icons are not utilized in the 9000 series special operational policies
and procedures

Special Pediatric Notes

For the purpose of these protocols, any patient under 12 years of age will be considered a
pediatric patient. Certain patients who are larger or smaller than the norms for their age
may require modification of this convention. Providers should consult with Medical
Command as needed to assist in making this determination.


